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Through the project ‘Measuring and managing soil water in Australian agriculture’, the Grains Re-

search and Development Corporation (GRDC) continues to fund a national soil PAWC characterisa-

tion program for grain growing regions. This data is freely available in the APSoil database 

(http://www.apsim.info/Products/APSoil.aspx) and the iPad app, SoilMapp (http://

www.csiro.au/Organisation-Structure/Flagships/Sustainable-Agriculture-Flagship/

SoilMapp-for-iPad). 
 

Our thanks for help we are receiving at the chartacterisation sites go to Andrew Thomas, Paul Sim-

mons, Kaye Zadow, Neville White, Matt Howell, David Cooper, Neville Kernick, Felicity Turner, Rich-

ard Harkness, Scott Hutchins, Steve Manning, Gordon Stopp, Peter Elisson and Tracey Strugnell. 

Article by : Mark Thomas and Damian Mowat, CSIRO Adelaide. 
 

For further information please contact:   Mark Thomas       E: mark.thomas@csiro.au 

                P: 08 8303 8471  M:0428 847490 

LEFT: Working with farm-
ers and advisors to ad-
dress Upper South East 
soil water knowledge gaps 

RIGHT: Damian Mowat 
selecting a PAWC charac-
terisation site on Coo-
per's land with Matt 

Do you have an salinity meter in your glove box? 
What is the quality of water my livestock are drinking?  

Why has there been an increase in my stock water consumption?  

How do I keep my livestock healthy?  

What is the salinity level in my bore, wedge hole, tank, troughs? 
 

If you find yourself asking these questions regularly perhaps it is time to consider purchasing your 

own Electrical Conductivity (EC) meter to measure the salinity of your water. Pocket sized meters 

are available which are appropriate for use around the farm and are not expensive. 
  

Here are some of the potential uses: 

 Bore Monitoring: Monitoring bore water quality is important for livestock health across the 

seasons. Extreme salinity levels in unconfined aquifers contribute to rusting of metal confined 

bore casings. Bore failure and high salinity levels can occur very suddenly.  

 Shandying: If you shandy water, an EC meter allows you to monitor the salinity level of the 

output water.  

 Unconfined aquifer salinity can vary significantly, depending on weather, season, depth to 

water table and adjacent land use.  

 Mains water: Keep ahead of seasonal changes, especially in times of drought. 

 Water troughs and tanks: Monitor for any spikes in salinity levels.  

 Lower Lakes: Track salinity changes over time with wind and weather variations. 

 Paddocks and soils: Identify salinity hotspots that affecting plant growth.  

 In the domestic setting: Identifying when rainwater tanks need first-flush devices,  

identifying when the water salinity will impact on hot water services.  

For further information please contact: 

ASIS Scientific - 474 Port Rd Hindmarsh 

P: 8340 8444   

E: sales@asisscientific.com.au www.asisscientific.com.au 




